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( 8 ) 
I.—Forzr1en Poxrrios. | 


ardtbast, of the 11th December, says tha‘ it appears from the 

~ ro _ demand of. additional troops in Barmah that 
— the difficulties in that country are becoming 
formidable. The Commander-in-Chief has recommended that roads should 
he constructed through forests. But Burmah is so poor that even the interest 
of the money spent for the purpose will not be realised. The country is 
also very unhealthy. Almost all the troops have suffered from fever. 
It appears from the Commander-in-Chief’s proposals that peace can be 
established in Burmah in three or four years with the help of fifty 


thousand troops. 


9 he Paridarshak, of the 11th December, says that all the efforts. 


| of the Commander-in-Chief to put down the 
— Burmese dacoits will be of no avail, because 
the Burmese will not submit to a foreign yoke. The English should replace 
Theebaw on the throne of Burmah. ; 
3. In noticing the reports about the submission of the Burmese leaders 
| to British rule, and that the strength of the 
=. rebels is completely broken, the Pratskdr, of 
the 17th December, thinks that these are false reports. If they had been true, 
why should the Commander-in-Chief ask for reinforcements ? The writer does 
not think that the possession of Burmah will bring Government sufficient 
revenue to cover the interest of the sum spent in its subjugation and 
pacification. Government should not, for the sake of its prestige, ruin India 
for the subjugation of Burmah. 
4. The same paper hears that the Bonerwals will submit if two 
i. objectionable officers are transferred. But 
a the Civil and Military Gazette says that 
when rebels demand the transfer of an officer it means that he is doing his 
duty well. : 
56. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 21st December, says that in 
ein fae disregard of the representations made by the 
| natives, Lord Dufferin began the disastrous 


BARAT Bast, 
Dec, llth, 1886. 


PaRIDARSHAK, 
Deo, llth, 1886. 


PRaTIKAR, 
Dec.f17th, 1886. 


PRATIZAR, 


Bourpwar Sansrvari, 
Dec. 21st, 1886. 


Burmese war. But the affairs of Burmah became gradually serious, and — 


there was a rumour that Lord Dufferin proposed to give up the country. 
The writer was very glad to hear that His Lordship had been at last 
convinced of his mistake. He has, however, now come to know that there 
is no foundation for the rumour. ne ee 

_ The Burmese are fighting for their independence; the English are 
trying to destroy it, and much blood and treasure will have to be spent before 
they succeed. But what good effects will result from this? Such a policy 
could not have been adopted if the natives had possessed any voice in the 
administration of the country. pine | ) 


6. The Sulabha Samdchdr and Kushdaha, of the 24th December, 
ate | says that there is no knowing as yet how 
much blood and treasure will have to be 

spent before peace can be established in Burmah. The writer requests 
Government to put a stop tothis enormous loss of life by placing either 
Theebaw or some other native prince on the throne. The ablic debt will 
be increased every year to supply the cost of administering Burmah. But if 
Burmah be made a tributary state, Government will receive a 


without trouble. If after this any prince of Burmah shoul prove to 
be very bad, Government will be able to treat him like Mulhar Rao. -' 


writer therefore urges Government to evacuate Burmah, it 
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7. The Sanjivant, of the 25th December, says that while passing 
insta through a jungle in Burmah a body of English 
soldiers heard the screams of a child, and they 
turned their steps in the direction of the sound. They found three 
Burmese running away. They pursued them. The Burmese dashed the 
child upon a rock and fled away. But they were caught at last.. Probably 
they will be hanged. The writer is not aware whether these Burmese were 
not innocent men, and whether they did not kill the child to prevent it 
falling into the hands of the English. This heartrending affair shows how 
deplorable is the state of things in Burman. ? 

It is said that the English do not interfere with the religion of 
any subject-people; but in Burmah they have occupied several religious 
houses on the suspicion that the priests were hostile to English interests. 
This interference with their religious affairs may exasperate the Burmese. 
The English are deluging Burmah with blood, and yet the Burmese are 
fighting for their country. Two hundred Burmese have been butchered at 
Pakkoo. The English officers say that the prospects of pacification are 
near at hand, and that the Burmese are being put down everywhere. But 
recently a battle was fought in which the Burmese displayed great enthusiasm. 
Anarchy prevails in the eastern districts of Burmah. The Kachins have 


‘risen against the English. 


II],— Hom ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


8. The Arya Darpan, of the 24th December, says that both in Calcutta 
oc Gua and in the Suburbs liquor is sold after 9 p.m. 
senate nmin But the police officers are blind, and do not 


see it. 


9. In noticing the transfer of Mr. Shuttleworth, of the deer case 
notoriety, from Rungpore to the Chittagong 
The transfer of Mr. Shuttleworthfrom jl] Tracts, the Sanjzvant, of the 25th Decem- 


— ber, asks whether the transfer is the only 


punishment inflicted on him by the Viceroy after reading the records of 
the deer case. 
10. A correspondent of the same paper, named Chandi Charan Som, 
The Assistant Superintendent of who is the circle pandit and village post- 
Police, Midnapore. - master of Kashiari, in Midnapore, says that 
he was abused and assaulted in the presence of his boys by the Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, who came to inspect the outpost situated close to his 
school and post-office, because he did not salute that officer when he was 
crossing the outpost compound. He applied both to the Educational and 
Postal authorities for permission to prosecute the Assistant Superintendent, 
but permission has not yet been granted, though a month has passed since . 
the presentation of his application. The Deputy Inspector of Schools 
has in the meanwhile informed him that the Assistant Superintendent ‘ 
of Police has made an apology before the Magistrate of the district, and 
a Bengali translation of the apology has been sent to him. The writer 
is not satisfied with the apology, and thinks that the apology should be 
made before the inhabitants of Kashiari. : 


(6)— Working of the Courts, 


dil. Referring to the renee of Mr. Gibbons under the orders of the 
me reas overnment of India, the Pratikdr, of the — 
oe ee ee ee 10th December, says that it is useless to 
expect even-handed justice from the English, Government sent Gibbons to 


fe oe 


isi ‘a mistake; and it soon occurred to the English rulers 
ja poy laws were of their own making and their own sweet will 
was law, why should an Englishman be suffered to remain in jail ? 
But Mr. Gibbons -has not had to suffer any inconvenience by remain- 
ing in jail. The only inconvenience which he suffered—if it 1s 1nconve- 
nience at all—is that he had to remain at Darjeeling, The writer does not 
wish to say anything about the matter. ao : * 
ungvore Dileprakdsh, of the t ecember, says tha 
sa ay Ange the Government of India has released Mr. 
ene RC Gibbons on the recommendation of the same 
High Court which had sentenced him to imprisonment. Who can understand 
this mystery ? The public are very anxious to know the ground of Mr. 
Gibbons’ release. Will Government satisfy their desire? The people are 
not sorry because Mr. Gibbons has been released, but because a race dis- 
tinction has been made. The petition of the whole native community for 
the life of poor Tincowry Pal was rejected, but Mr. Gibbons has been 
released because he is an Englishman. Nanda Kumar was hanged for 
fogery, but Gibbons has been released from imprisonment for. committing 
the same offence. But it is vain to blame the rulers, because every one must 
suffer what he is destined to suffer. 


13, A correspondent of the Chdru Vartd, of the 20th December, says 
that the file of the Munsif of Pingna is 
gradually becoming heavier. The number of 
cases is so large that it is impossible for a single munsif to decide them. 
The frequent adjournments of suits are causing an amount of inconvenience 
to the people which cannot be removed without the appointment of an 
additional munsif. 

14. The Dainik, of the 26th December, is glad to hear that Bai- 
kunta Dome has been released by the High 
Court. 

15. The Som Prakdsh, of the 27th December, says that the Assistant 
Commissioner of Jorehat sentenced a coolie, 
named Sagar, to one month’s imprisonment, 
on a charge of breach of contract brought against him by a planter, 
and ordered that he must serve the planter on the expiration of his 
term of imprisionment. Sagar proved that he was not present when he was 
to have signed the agreement. But the proof was rejected. Sagar applied 
to the High Court for retrial. But his prayer was rejected on the ground 
that a petition sent by post cannot be accepted, and that it must be submitted 
through a pleader. But Sagar is notin a position to engage a pleader. 
Though the law does not provide for the acceptance of petitions by post, 
there are precedents in which such favour has been shown to‘poor people by 
the High Court. Such precedents may be found in page 28 of Weekly 
Reporter, Volume IX, and in page 40 of Weekly Reporter, Volume XX. The 
decision in the Gibbons case and that in the case of Sagar coolie are con- 
tradictory in principle. The writer cannot say whether the agreement which 
purports to have been given by Sagar is forged. But the coolie has proved 
that it was not signed by him. There is no Act which bears so hard upon the 
poor as Act XIII of 1859. That Act was passed only for the purpose of 


Oppressing coolies. It is also opposed to the provisions of the Civil and 
Criminal laws. | és 


The Munsif’s Court at Pingna. 


Baikunta Dome’s case. 


The case of a coolie. 


16. The Sahachar, of the 29th December, referring to the judg- 
The cone of Maiti, Yaiies ment of the High Oourt to the effect that 
) the decision of the lower Court in the case 

> against Pinches 
had not been tried, and that it is hard to say whether or not the 
 Suilt of Pinches would have been proved if the case had been: tried, says 


of Baikunta Dome was wrong, that Baikunta’s case 
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EDUCATION GAZETTE, 
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that Baikunta would have rotted in jail if his case had not been tried by 
the High Court. Sill they say that injustice is not done in Assam. 


(d)—Educatwn. 


17. The Bhdratbdst, of the 11th December, says that there will 
be no want of mechanical engineers in India 
—— when there will be many mills and manu- 

factories. It has become a disease with the officials to advise the 

students of Universities to earn their bread by physical labour. The 

Viceroy as well as Provincial Governors give this advice to native 
ouths. The writer has shown in former articles that in order to give 
ndian labourers technical education it will be necessary in the first instance 

to give them some general education. When people will see that they are 

able to earn money by receiving technical education, they will be eager 
to obtain it. Different industries should be taught in different places. India 
has abundant raw materials. But the wealth of the country is not increasing 
on account of the want of capital and skill. On account of the poverty of the 
country people here lack the courage needed in making industrial experi- 
ments. In order to succeed in the manufactures, one has first to waste money 
on experiments. Thus the mere giving of technical education will not re- 
move the poverty of the country. If Government does not encourage native 
manufactures and protect Indian manufacturers from foreign competition, 

India will make no improvement. But Government will not be able to intro- 

duce the measures which are adopted in the colonies for the protection of 

their own interests. 

18. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 24th December, 
writes to say that many things are being heard 
against the local normal school. The writer 
requests the head-master of the institution to apply himself energetically 
to the task of improving the vernacular department. 


19. The Pratskdr, of the 24th December, says that the Government 
Educational expenses chargeable on Of Madras has made a rule that half the 
local funds. : salary and travelling allowance of Deputy 
Inspectors of Schools will be chargeable on the local and municipal funds. 
The revenue derived from various sources is considered by the English as a 
foreign fund to be used for the benefit of foreigners only. The natives are 
to pay for their own improvements, Government paying from time to time 
such subscriptions only as it thinks proper. That seems to be the 
Government policy. 


20. The Sansodhinz, of the 24th December, does not understand 
Pandit Sasi Bhusan Bidyabinod of Why the Head-master of the Chittagong 
Chittagong. College does not consider Pandit Sasi Bhusan 
Bidyabinod Sankhyatirtha fit to teach the college classes; He has been told. 
off to teach the school classes, though he will get his full pay. The insult 
offered to the Pandit has been felt many and especially by the students. 


21. The same paper says that the Deputy Inspector of Noakhally 
The Deputy Inspector of Schools, has filled up a vacant Panditship with 
Chittagong. a@ plucked student of the Dacca Normal 


School, though many of the passed students of the Chittagong Normal 
School are sitting idle. 


(22. The Hducation Gazette, of the 28th December, says that 


3 : encouragement should be given to the stud 

S| ' ces of the Sanskrit language, both for the vie ais 
of improving the language of the country, and of acquainting 
people with the works of the ancient Hindoo sages, without a knowledge 
of which native education cannot be complete. It has therefore become 


The Dacca Normal School. 


(79 


ecessary for the Government'to grant aids for the maintenance of the tols. 
if Government begins to do this, rich natives will also come forward with help. 
The writer says that aid should be granted according to the number of 
successful students at the examinations, and not according to the pumber of 
pupils reading in the tols. There should be no rule making the maintenance 
of a certain number of pupils compulsory on the pundits in order to entitle 
them to reward. Pundits are often invited to different parts of the country, 
and their pupils cannot stay at the tols during their absence. . The Inspector 
may inspect the tols at such times, and may report that a sufficient number 
of pupils is not kept by the pundits. Another objection to this system is that 
the pundits will be brought under the control of the Inspectors and other 
officers of Government, and that will surely affect the dignity of the pundits. 
Titles like “ Pundit Bahadoor ” will not be liked by the pundits, They want 


to have Sanskrit titles. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


93. The Bhdratbdst, of the 11th December, says that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has probably excluded Mr. Ananda- 
mohun Bose from the Select Committee on 
the Municipal Bill from a fear of opposition. This will serve to confirm the 
suspicions of the public. The Select Committee is in such a hurry to com- 
plete the Bill that its work cannot be satisfactory. The Lieutenant-Governor 
wishes to pass the Bill before he goes away. He has done much injury 
to the country. Why is he eager to add to it by passing this Bill ? 


The Calcutta Municipal Bill. 


24. The same paper says that the Laglshman would like to diminish 
=k vacuo ae Hindu Commissioners in the 
Caloutts Municipality. Calcutta Municipality. It is natural that it 
should be hostile to the Hindu Commissioners, 
who evince independence of spirit. It therefore wants to increase the num- 
ber of the English Commissioners. The writer has no objection to that. 
Anglo-Indians can become Commissioners by only endeavouring to be 
Commissioners like other men. It is strange that Englishmen become 
hostile to the elective system, and turn advocates of the nomination system 
on coming to India. This is really shameful. 


25. The Sanshodhini, of ba December, says: that the funds of 

ROPE the Chittagong Municipality are very poor. 
" ~— di Grete This is attributed to the negligence iad wait 
of activity of the Commissioners, The bye-laws of the municipality 
are often violated with impunity. If fines were exacted from those who 
infringed the laws, the double purpose of preserying the peace of the 
municipality and increasing its funds would be served. re 


26. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 19th December, says that in the 


ee .n Bip, speech which the Lieutenant-Governor deli- 
2 ~er mes ite — vered on the Municipal Amalgamation Bill, 
His Honor said that Government has no desire to interfere with those 
powers of the Commissioners which will be conferred on them by the law: 
that from his own experience as the Lieutenant-Governor of. Bengal ha hee 
been convinced that the more independent the Commissioners are, the more 
satisfactorily does « municipality work; and that any interference on the 
a0 of = thy only rede bend work of the municipality. The 
er will be ve a if these words ate remembered by. Sir Rive 

Thompson end tis snbciedoes in‘offict. ~ CTO nae @ by 7 crt 
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27. The Sanjtvant, of the 25th December, condemns as suicidal the 

. movement set on foot by a section of the 

scene wee oality the South ate-payers of the South Barrackpore Muni- 

: cipality for the purpose of getting an official 

Chairman for the municipality. It will injure the cause of self-government 
all over the country. 

28. The Som Prakash, of the 27th December, Jearns from its Barri- 
pore correspondent that rabid dogs have bitten 
many men and cows in the village of Sikharbali, 
near Barripore. The people of that place are often exposed to the 
risk of being bitten by rabid dogs and jackals. No arrangements for 
killing dangerous animals have yet been made by the municipality. The 


The Barripore Municipality. 


writer complains that the dead bodies of two patients who had died in 


Som PRAKASH. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Dec, 21st, 1886. 


C HARUVARTA, 
Dec. 20th, 1886. 


the Barripore municipal hospital were dragged through the streets by 
murdafarashes. : 
29. Thesame paper says that Mr. Harrison has enunciated a new 
a principle of municipal election, in that he 
Election of Commissioners of the ‘ ; ; ; : 
Calcutta Municipality. thinks it not proper that in selecting Muni- 
cipal Commissioners regard should be paid 
only to the number of votes, and not to the capacity and interests of the 
different communities living in the town. The writer does not know whether 
to laugh at or feel annoyed by the enunciation of this new principle. The 
writer is also sorry that the Lieutenant-Governor has indirectly supported 
this principle. His Honor has tried to prove its soundness by referring to 
the interests of the Mussulman community. It has now become an 
object of the Government to sow disunion between Hindus and Mussul- 
mans. The adoption of such a principle will be injurious. The writer 
desires other municipalities not to adopt it. Let the Commissioners 
of the Calcutta Municipality calla meeting to condemn this mischievous 
policy. 


( f)— Questions affecting the land. 


30. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 21st December, says that though 

Mr. Coxhead, the Collector of Burdwan, 

Mr. Reily, the manager of the Burd- Was not sanctioned Mr. Reily’s policy 

wan estate. ; ; . ° ° ' 

in regard to the charitable institutions of 

the Rajah of Burdwan, the latter has not yet changed it. The writer 

asks whether the. manager has any power to disobey the orders of 

the Magistrate? Mr. Coxhead should call for an explanation from 

Mr. Reily. Much money is spent in the maintenance of the “ guest- 

house” of the Raj family. Would it not be proper to reduce the 

expenses of this institution before depriving the poor of their bread ? 

The writer humbly requests the Commissioner of Burdwan to take pity 
upon poor men and to do away with Mr. Reily’s un-Hindu policy. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 
31. A correspondent of the Chdruvdrid, of the 20th December, 


Wretched condition of roads at complains that the road from Pingna to Jamal- 


Pingna. pore, which gave way during the last rainy 
season, has not as yet attracted the notice of the Road Cess authorities. 
If the road is not repaired before the rains, people must suffer great 
inconvenience. 


The road from Pingna to Subornakhooli has also given way in many 
laces on account of the violence of the floods of the Jumana. This is to be 
attributed to the want of bridges or pipe-drains on the road for a distance of 


Bice. 


_. miles, The writer is sorry to say that the authorities have not been 
He tg si even after their experience of the late rains, where their 
-_ p | correspondent of the Dainik, of the 22nd December, complains 

: that the Railway clerks of Saidpore are not 
Railway clerks at Ssidpore. allowed to go home a ee their nearest 
i]. They have to work even on gazetted holidays. 
we | "ha Secasibhabe Sddhdérant, of the 27th December, says that 
rhe intermediate class carriages in the intermediate class in the Hastern Bengal 
the Eastern Bengal Railway. Railway is intended by the authorities for 
entlemen. But many low people now travel in that class in consequence 
of the price of return tickets for it having been made equal to an ordinary 
third class fare. These people travel with putrid fish and stinking hides, 
and are therefore a source of great inconvenience to gentlemen. The Rail- 
way authorities should remove this inconvenience. es 
24, The Sahachar, of the 29th December, says that mere extension 
of railways will not prevent famines. Arrange- 
ments should be made for the irrigation of 
fields during drought. The writer directs the attention of the Viceroy to 


the matter. 
(h)—General. . 


85. The Prajabandhu, of the 10th December, is sorry to hear that 
Syud Ahammad Khan, who has been appointed 
to the Civil Service Commission, does not 
sympathise with the competitive examination system. He says that 
instead of that system the system of nomination should be introduced for 
making appointments under Government. Great injury will undoubtedly 
be done to the country if Syud Ahammad Khan stands against the com- 
petitive Civil Service examination system. 


86. In noticing that the Madras Board of Revenue will soon be 
Abolition of the Revenue Board in abolished according to the recommendation 
Madras. of the late Governor, the same paper urges 
the adoption of a similar course in Bengal. The Bengal Board exists only 
for the purpose of providing for favourites. 


Arrangements for irrigation. 


Syud Ahammad Khan. 


37. The same paper says that ryots’ meetings were lately held at 


Bankipore, Mymensingh, Bagirhat, and Mug 
Kalyan. Every one of the meetings urged the 
reconstitution of the Bengal Legislative Council. Many respectable Maho- 
medan gentlemen were present at the Bankipore meeting. This fact 
belies the statements of those who say that the Mahomedans do not 
join in the so-called ryots’ meetings, which are composed of a few educated 
natives only.e = 
88. The same paper says that after hearing the speech which Sir 
Rivers Thompson delivered at the Town Hall 
on St. Andrew’s Day, people will feel 
‘ory to part with him. It appears that whenever His Honor acted 
upon his own judgment he did good to the people; but that whenever 
~ he acted. ing to-the-advice-of-others, the result was injury to the people. 


Ryots’ meetings. 


Sit Rivers Thompson. 


How happy would the people have been if Sir Rivers had acted only — 


according to his own convictions? The writer will, however, forget all 
a and bless him in the name of Bengalis on the occasion of his 
rture. 
89. The same paper is glad to see that the time has come when the 
The National Congress people of India have learned to communicate 
L : to one another their wants and aspirations. 
*t Anglo-Indians ‘say that the National Congress is going to be held 
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solely through the efforts of a few educated Bengalis. If Government does 


not listen to the advice which will be given by the Congress, evil would be 
sure to follow. The writer urges that the distinguished visitors from 
England, who will arrive here very soon, should be invited to attend the 
Congress and to see how moderately and loyally the natives discuss 
political matters. | be 
40. In criticising a pamphlet entitled the Star in the Hast, the 
% same paper says that there were many reasons 
naire ine eee why the people were discontented with the 
government of Lord Lytton. When men were dying by thousands for 
want of food, Lord Lytton held the Imperial Durbar at Delhi at an immense 
cost. Then followed the Cabul War, the Gagging Act, the abolition of 
duty on English piece-goods, and the massacre of Major Cavagnari and his 
followers. Many believe that India was then on the verge ofrebellion. If 
a rebellion had actually broken out at that time, one or two lakhs of troops 
that could have been brought from England would not have been able to 
ut down 25 crores of natives. he mutiny of 1857 was quelled chiefly 
cect the natives assisted the British Government. 
41, The Pratikér, of the 10th December, hears that cholera is raging 


cea eee not only in Moorshedabad, but in many 
panne other parts of the country. The prevalence of 

cholera is at all seasons a proof that the rulers of the land are very righteous ! 
42, The same paper says that while all works calculated to do 
good to the people have been: stopped for 

Waste of money by Government. want of money, and an income-tax has been 
imposed to make up the deficiency of 80 lakhs of rupees, Government annually 
spends 40 lakhs of rupees in the maintenance of a State church. Such 


justice is not to be found anywhere else. 


43. The Bhdaratbdsi, of the 11th December, is sorry that no question 
The National @ongress and some bearing upon the condition of the masses will 
questions. be considered by the National Congress. The 
question of the oppression of coolies and of the increasing poverty of the 
country will not be considered by it. The writer has heardthat 600 
weavers of Sonamuki are in distress for want of employment. Is it not 
the duty of the Congress to direct the attention of Government to 
their distress? If such questions are not considered by the Congress, 
the writer will say that it is not a National Congress, but a Congress 
of the higher and middle classes. ‘The writer requests the Congress to pray 
for the appointment of a commission to enquire into the poverty of the 
people. The question of the oppression of coolies and of the enrolment of 
natives as volunteers should also be considered. : 
44. The same paper says that the advocates of a bi-metallic currency 
The financial difficulty of Govern. have not been able to refute the argument 
— of the Lords of the Treasury that if the value 
of silver rises the prices of Indian articles will also rise, and that this will 
diminish the trade of India. This will be seriously injurious to England, as 
Indian trade is a great source of profit to England. Three millions of 
Englishmen are deriving their bread from that trade. The Lords of the 


Treasury-cannot sacrifice the interests of so many people~for~the sake 
of a few Anglo-Indian officials who are advocating the intro- 
duction of a bi-metallic currency. Whether there be a gold currency 
or a silver currency, India will have to send annually 20 crores of 
rupees to England. India must sell articles of trade in order to find this 
sum. She must therefore sell her articles at cheap prices, and use fewer 
foreign articles. The English financiers are not yet well acquainted 
with the condition of India. They do not know that famine occurs 
here every ten years, and that hundreds of thousands of people have to 


a 
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‘nsufficient food. With the increasing poverty of the people the 
steve of Goterbaient are falling off. Government can be saved from its 
present financial difficulty by the reduction of expenditure and by the 
Frevention of the draining away of Indian money to foreign countries. 
The sending of money by Government and English officials to England 18 
the cause of the poverty of India. If native officers are appointed instead 
of English officers, both England and India will be benefited. Huropean 
officials now send to England about five crores of rupees every year. If this 
sum remained in the hands of natives, they might be able to lend money to 
Government and benefit English labourers by purchasing English goods. 
It is the first axiom of political economy that the Government will be 
poor where the people are poor. The salaries of the civilians should be 
reduced. Now there is distress in England. There will be no want of men 
in England to come out to India if the salaries of the civilians are reduced. 
Government will have to reduce its expenditure sooner or later. A gold 
currency cannot be introduced in a poor country. Consequently the introduc- 
tion of a bi-metallic currency will be injurious to India. It will diminish 
the revenues of Government and the income of the zemindars, and injure 
Indian trade. The writer hopes that the Home Government will reject the 
proposals of the Government of India. | 


45. The Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of the 16th December, hears that 

the indigo-planters will be exempted from the 

_ Indigo-planters exempted from the Qperation of the income-tax. If so, why 

_— should not the tea-planters be exempted also? 

If this can be done, the Anglo-Indian merchants will be in a manner 

exempted from the operation of the income-tax, and the natives alone will 

bear its burden. Why should Government put the Anglo-Indians to 

unnecessary trouble? As the assessors are not slow to sell the cups and 

plates of poor natives, the deficiency that must be caused by exempting the 
Anglo-Indians is sure to be made up. 


46. The Uchit Vakid, of the 18th December, referring to the state- 


ment of the Civil and Military Gazette that 


Lord Duferin should stop the mouths of the 
native papers, which are constantly attacking him, says that native papers 


point out defects in the administration in order that these may be 
removed, 


47. The Dacca Prakash, of the 19th December, is glad to see that 
-natives have at last been able to ascertain 


Native papers. 


ctteconstitution of the Legislative the real source of their misery. When the — 


proposal to impose the income-tax was 
first made, they shrieked with fear. But the tax was imposed. They 


opposed the Rent Bill; but it became law. Thus it will be seen that 
laws are in every instance made according to the wishes of the rulers. 


Natives have no voice in the matter, and they can hope for no good 
until the Legislative Councils are reconstituted. | 


43, The Dacca Gazette, of the 24th December, says that the Bengal 
eine Chamber of Commerce has applied to Govern- 
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ment for the fixing of & standard measure for 


the measurement of cloths. The writer hopes that Government will save 
the reputation of the English merchants by making a law on the subject. 


49. The same paper hears that the Chief Justice nominated Mr. 
aes aoe | Wilson and Dr. Mohendra Lal Sircar for 
the Shrievalty of Calcutta. But it could not 


be expected that a native would be. appointed to that office during the 
administration of Sir Rivers Thompson. Serre) 


Dacca GASErTs. 
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50. ‘The same paper approves of the appointment of Baboo Chandra 
Bengali _ Nath Bose to the post of Bengali Translator 
ment. ee nena to Government; bat is sorry to hear that 
the salary of the post has been reduced to Rs. 400 on the recommendation 
of the Finance Committee. This shows what the result of the labours of the 
Finance Committee will be. 
51. The same paper says that the cause of the unity between the 
; different races of India, whose religions and 
The National Congress. languages differ from each other, is that 
all of them have been subjected to the same misfortune. The wild Sonthals 
and the educated Maharattas are equally dependent on England for the 
bare necessaries of life. The stalwart Sikhs and the feeble Bengalis 
are equally under foreign domination. English education has also 
greatly helped the unification of the different races of India. So these races, 
though seperated from each other by religion, custom, and language, 
now form one nation. 
San SUDHANIDHI, 52. The Sdér Sudhdnidhi, of the 20th December, complains of the 
em Ee short measure of English cloths. Such 
Short measure of English cloths, = cheating can be prevented by fixing the length 
of the yard in India at 36 inches. 
58. Thesame paper says that since Manchester, for whose benefit 
the import duties were abolished, is not 
ane Teimposition of the import making so much profit as before on account 
uties. . ; 
of the competition of Germany and America, 
the import duties, by the abolition of which Government has lost a large 
revenue, should be re-imposed. 
Cmanovasra, 54. In reviewing the pamphlet entitled Zhe Star im the Hast, the 
ee ) _ Chdruvartd, of the 20th December, says that 
the English think that they will be able to 
ensure the permanence of British rule in India by sowing and fostering ill- 
feeling between Hindus and Mahomedans. But sucha policy would be 
extremely unjust and immoral, and if adopted must in the end cause the ruin, 
not only of Hindus and Mahomedans, but of the English and Anglo- 
Indians as well. The introduction of the elective system of administration 
into India is sure to bring with it.good results. Natives cannot dispense with 
the English as their rulers. They desire that the English should remain at 
the head of the empire, but they also desire that their wants and aspira- 
tions should be satisfied. The interests of all classes should be equally 
attended to without giving undue preference to any. ‘The elective system 
is therefore necessary in the interests of good government. The writer fully 
agrees with the author of Zhe Star in the East in these matters, and thanks 
the Bengal National League for the timely publication of the pamphlet, 
which is sure to do good some day or other. 
55. The Burdwan yrees of the 21st December, says that the 
ba iaelas Miehia te eople now wish to see the former state 
mee eet eee of ‘india restored. English rule does not 
suit them. They are being ground down by heavy taxes. Poverty 
is gradually spreading over the country, and thousands are in distress. 


Dacca GasErts, 
Dee, 24th, 1886, 


Dacca GASBTTER, 


San SUDHANIDHL. 


The Star in the East. 


BURDWAWN SANSIVANI, 
Doc, 21st, 1886. 


‘Last-year-the-first- National Congress-was held in Bombay, and asa conse- 
quence the Bengal National League has been founded, which is vigorously 
trying, to ameliorate the condition of the natives. The officials 
are quite unacquainted with the true state of the country, and 
they therefore always make mistakes, which are a cause of suffering to the 
sar mg They always look to ther own interests. They would govern 
ndia by sheer brute force. They have trampled upon the Procla- 
mation of Her Majesty, and will not satisfy the wants and aspirations of 
the natives. The National League is trying hard to remove these grievances 


ee ae ae & 
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The National Congrees is trying to secure a re-constitution of the Legislative 
Councils. Itis urging the admission of a larger number of non-official 
native members into the Legislative Councils. | 
56. A correspondent of the Dasusk, of the 21st December, ‘says that a 
Me. Coxheed, the District Magis- Mr. Coxhead, the District Magistrate oe 
trate of Burdwan. Burdwan, isa noble-minded man. Though 
he sometimes used harsh language to his subordinates, he was really 
solicitous of their welfare. Many works of public utility were carried 
out during his stay at Burdwan. The water-works of Burdwan have been 
brought to completion, and the District Board has been constituted during 
his regimé. The writer is very happy to head that Mr. Coxhead is trying 
to make up the quarrel amongst the members of the family of the Rajah 
of Burdwan. ‘The writer hopes that the Board of Revenue will act 
according to the proposal of Mr. Coxhead in this matter. 
57. The Daintk, of the 22nd December, hears that the address which Danns, 
was intended to be presented to the Viceroy °° ™5% 18%. 
, lord Dufferin and the inhabitants of by the people of Ahmedabad contained a 
prayer for the abolition of the income-tax, 
and that the Viceroy did not therefore accept it, pretending at the same 
time that he was fatigued with travelling. If this statement be true, it will 
throw great discredit on the Viceroy. Should the ruler of an empire use 
such artifices to conceal his real intentions P | 
58. The same paper says that Mr. Ranade, the native member of Dammix. 
: the Finance Committee, has exposed the 
ee fallacy of the arguments advanced by 
Government in support of the practice of retiring to the hills. He has 
shown that the accounts given by Government of the expenses of 
the exodus are full of errors and omissions. He has expatiated on the 
sufferings of the poor clerks who have to go tothe hills. He says that 
the buildings at Calcutta are quite sufficient for the purpose of holding all 
the offices of the Government of India. The argument based on the insuffi- 
ciency of accommodation at Calcutta is therefore of no use. The writer 
thinks that if Simla be made the head-quarters of the empire, the work of 
administration will become simply impracticable. 
59. The Sulabha Samdchar and Kushdaha, of the 24th December, sozassa samacuar 
Sas Qinsis Deine says that in order to celebrate the fiftieth * “cma 
anniversary of Her Majesty’s reign, some- at 
thing should be done to put a stop tothe use and sale of intoxicating 
substances. That will remove a great evil from the country, and the occasion 
will ever remain in the memory of the natives. 
60. The Pratskdr, of the 24th December, says that Sir Rivers Paarixar, 


| : Deo. 24th, 1886. 
ins iiniaey inane Thompson is very anxious that his subjects ; 


7 should praise him; but unfortunately they 
find nothing in him that is worthy of praise. If Sir Rivers is so anxious for 


the approbation of his subjects, he should have been considerate from the 
beginning. Those whom he has trampled down under his foot will never be 
able to say that they were very happy under his administration. ‘The writer 
thinks that Kuropeans, Eurasians, and Mussulmans partiality to whom has 
brought lasting disgrace upon Sir Rivers Thompson, will come forward to 
honour and edify him with addresses. 
61. Phe Sanjtvant, of the 25th December, says that eight of the leaders _ 8«"1vam, 
= of the local community at Colaba in Bombay * ™™ #6 
ment in Bombay. © temperence move- ~ threatened spme drunkards with ex-communi- 
cation. One of the drunkards instituted 
a case against these men for criminal intimidation in the court: of 
Mir. Drew who is himself a drunkard; and Mr. Drew ordered the leaders 
to be detained in custody for seven days. The writer has been thunderstruck 
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to hear this. Government thinks only about its revenue. Ic is idle to 
expect that aoy temperence movement will ever receive its sympathy. 


62. In noticing with pleasure the order of release passed by the 
‘High Court in the case of Baikunta Dom, 
bie alan con near the same paper says that it was urged on 
behalf of the Assam Government that the number of Europeans in Assam 
is very small, and that if severe punishment were not inflicted on those who 
brought false charges against Europeans it would be difficult for Europeans 
to stay in Assam. It is stated that Government instructed Mr. Kilby to 
‘try to get the punishment inflicted on Baikunta Dom enhanced. 


63. The Dainik, of the 26th December, Faery Pe’ A eg 

will grant a reward oO a to Mr. 

seen cern Greate, the Secretary of the Society for 

checking drunkenness among soldiers, for his services to the European 

section of the Indian army. The writer does not think that any portion 

of Indian revenue should be spent by Englishmen in curing the intemperate 
habits of their own countrymen. ss 


64. The Navavibhdkear Sddhdrant, of the 27th December, admits that 
| the English have generously taught Indians 
many things and have made them their equal 
in many matters. From the boast which the English make of the increas- 
ing progress of India under their rule, the writer had hoped that they would 
gradually make their administration more and more satisfactorv. Indians 
have all along cherished that hope. But it is not fulfilled. Indians 
have waited patiently for better things for more than a century. Their 
atience is not yet exhausted. The English have made natives their equal 
in point of education, and education has awakened aspirations in the 
hearts of the latter. After more than a century of British rule Indians 
have obtained the right of Self-Government, but only in an imperfect 
measure. Indians learn from English historians that the Moghuls com- 
pletely trusted Indians after 30 years’ rule. Under them Indians served 
as Ministers and Commanders-in-Chief. But the English have not 
conferred upon Indians even after 150 years’ rule a thousandth part of 
what the Moghuls gave them after 80 years’ rule. The English cannot 
prove that the present administration is more satisfactory than the adminis- 
tration of India in past times, Far from appointing natives as ministers, 
the English Government hesitates to appoint them even as Magistrates and 
Judges. Almost the whole Anglo-Indian community raised a howl on the 
appointment of Mr. Justice Romesh Chunder Mitter as Officiating Chief 
Justice. Sir Comer Petheram also was probably hastily dragged out of 
Allahabad, because Mr. Justice Mitter had a chance of becoming Chief 
Justice. By hanging Nundcoomar the English have themselves admitted 
the grave guilt of forgery and the necessity of punishing it heavily. Why 
then has the forgerer Gibbons been released from jail? Why is distinction 
made between Englishmen and natives in the administration of justice ? 
Many events in the past and in the present prove the partiality of the 
English Government. Should natives cherish a hope for better things or:be 
alarmed by conceiving the future in the likeness of the present ? 


65. The same paper - that it is not probable that everybody 
should join a great movement like the 

meee National Congress and Mussul- National Congress. Some will hold off from 
oe the fear of Government and from the fear of 
losing the privileges which they now possess. Others will keep aloof from 
disgust and despair, having found by bitter experience that petitions are 
useless, and others again will stand apart from the desire of pleasing a 
few officials. Some will hold off from a jealousy of the increasing reputation 
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of the promoters of the Congress, though assigning different reasons in public” 
Consequently there is nothing'to wonder at in the fact that some Mussul- 
mans have kept themselves aloof from the Congress. That the 
Baglishman and the Ptoneer attach great importance to the fact need 
surprise nobody. The reasons assigned by Mr. Amir Ali for not joming 
the Congress are that’ no effect will be produced by an attempt to force the 
hands of Government, and that no Congress is necessary when the 
Finance Committee and the Public Service Commission are holding their 
sittings. With reference to the first of these objections the writer asks, is 
asking any favour from Government tantamount to forcing its hands? If so, 
the repeated importunities of Mussulmans for special arrangements for their 
own education must be said to be athingof the same kind. As regards 
the second objection, the writer remarks that the work of the Finance 
Committee is nearly at an end, and that as the work of the Public Service 
Commission has but just commenced, the time is just fit for eminent 
men of the country to assemble and deliberate on the subject, and to make 
their views known. It will be well if the Congress occupies itself 
solely with the Public Service question. Ee 


66. The same paper says that natives are excluded from the majority 
— ae of the important posts in the couatry, But 
atives and the public service. . ge ‘ : 

| by receiving Engligh education they are 
becoming dissatisfied at this state of things. The more the number of 
educated men is increasing in this country, the more is this dissatisfaction 
increasing. In 1839 many eminent English statesmen recommended 
that natives should be entrusted with some share in the administration, 
and that they should be appointed to high posts, In :1833 a. Parliamentary 
Statute was passed to the effect that no native should, by. reason of his caste, 
creed, or colour be disabled from holding any office under the Kast India 
Company. This declaration was repeated in the Statute of 1853. Similar 
promises were again made in the Queen’s Proclamation. Thus the Englis: 
Government has thrice made promises of- conferring high privileges 
upon Indians; but practically those privileges have been withheld from 
them. The Committee appointed to consider how effect could be given 
to the Queen’s Proclamation made the following recommendations:—That it 
was advisable to appoint natives as largely to the public service as was 
possible without endangering Government;.that though natives had been 
declared by law eligible for the Civil Service they were. practically.’ excluded 
from it, as it was very difficult for them to compete in England for admission 
lnto it ; and that the disgrace attaching to the English nation for promising 
rights which have been practically withheld would be removed by the removal 
of that inconvenience, and that the inconvenience could be removed by 
the adoption of either of these means, namely, the reserving of a certain 
proportion of the posts that would fall vacant for Indians, and the holding of 
the Civil Service Examination simultaneously in. England and. India. - The 
decision of the Committee must be said. to be final; but it considered 
only the question of the appointment of natives to the Civil, Service. . Mr. 
Dadhabhai Nowraji has recommended that appointments to the. public 
Service in India should, as in England, be made ‘according .to the. results 
of a competitive examination to be held simultaneously in England and 
India, and that the successful native candidates should be required to. 
proceed to England. Now the question is; whether or.not.. the: English 
Government will fulfil the promises. which it made in ]83838 and 1858. 


67. The Anandabasar Patrikd, of the 27th December, eays-'that 
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not been set on foot by men having deep faith in the Hindu religion. It 
is being carried on by men who have lost their faith in their national 
religion, or who at least depend more upon political skill than upon 
religious strength for the deliverance of their country. Consequently 
there is no hope that the Congress will be able _ to combine 
Indians together. There are two means by which Indians can be 
made to combine and the country can be _ delivered:—The first 
is, putting an end to the subjection of Indians by _ subverting 
British rule. But though Indians have learnt under’ British rule 
how to hate subjection, long subjection to Mussulman rule has 
made Indians forget the hardship and hatefulness of foreign domina- 
tion. Consequently, if a proposal is made for putting an end to foreign 
domination, none but the highly educated will feel its force. Those, again, 
that have received high education, though hating subjection, are aware that 
the immediate subversion of British rule will not be for the good of the 
country. They know that the more Indians become stronger, the more will 
the system of administration be changed ina manner that will prevent 
foreign domination from being felt as a hardship. Consequently it 
is impossible to unite the people by the method of making India 
independent. The second means is the increase of the strength 
of the country. Though England is not a republic, the sovereign 
there cannot do anything against the wishes of the people. The 
chief merit of British rule is that it confers privileges upon the people 
in proportion to their fitness. Consequently if the people carry on agitation 
under British rule, its scope becomes smaller and smaller ; for as the people go 
on progressing, Government confers greater power upon them. That being 
so, the second course is both easy and expedient. Referring to the questions 
which the Congress proposes to consider, the writer says that they will not be 
understood by the common people, and there will be much difference of 
opinion about them. Consequently Indians cannot be united by those proposals. 
But there are hardships which are felt by all Indians. The writer has 
often pointed out that all classes of people in the country equally suffer 
from the oppressive character of criminal laws and the administration of 
criminal justice and from the heavy cost of litigation. The people of Bengal 
are happier than the people of the other provinces, in consequence of the 
permanent settlement. Many would have joined the Congress if a proposal 
had been made for the making of a permanent settlement in the other. pro- 
vinces. The writer is{sorry that the Congress has not made these proposals. 
68. The same paper says that Indians know that the Queen is their 

The Queen's jubilee and the loyalty SOVerelgn, but they do not know whether she 
of Indians. feels for them. For this reason they do not 
know how to feel reverence for her, and consequently show it to her officers. 
The writer does not say that Hindus will not show loyalty on the occasion 
of the Queen's jubilee. But that loyalty will not proceed from the heart, 
but will be prompted either by popular custom or by fear of Govern- 
ment. Hindus are not to blame for this, but the British policy. British 
policy will be deeply disgraced if it be the cause of the disappearance 
of a pure and rare gem like the innate loyalty of the Hindu heart. 
The writer fears that what he is going to say will be considered by many 
as impolite. Nevertheless it is true that Indians wil] be gladder if 
anything happens which produces a change in English policy in India 
than they would be for the Queen’s jubilee. The English cannot blame 
Indians for such feelings. For they have taught Indians by their own acts 
that the chief duty of the people is not to offer loyalty to the sovereign, but 
to curtail the powers of the sovereign and to increase their own influence; 


and that alone should be matter for true rejoicing, whi 
result of that kind. joicing, which brings about a 
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69. The Som Prakdeh, of the 27th December, says that the differences)" Dnt 
between the conquerors and the conquered in 
Differences between natives and Jndia are daily increasing. Government 1s 10 
— the position of a husband with two wives. | 
If Government be clever, it can easily put an end to these differences. These 
differences have been caused by the Ilbert Bill. The present quarrel between 
the two races is due to the English education of natives and the character 
of Englishmen. It is necessary that these differences should be put an end to. 
Lord Dufferin has said that he bas appointed the Public Service Commission 
in order to put an end to these differences. But the writer gravely doubts 
whether this will remove the real ground of the differences. The writer will 
be glad to see Government do something more. — ; 
70. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin surely understands the mis- 0m Paaxas#. 
chief suffered by the people in consequence 
of Government's residence at Simla. It is 
probably for this reason that he left Simla and set out on a tour to witness the 
condition of the people with his own eyes. The writer is very much in favour 
| of such tours. The more a ruler tries to mix with the people, and to 
unerstand their condition, the more popular he becomes. The feelings of 
the people towards Lord Dufferin have changed since his tour. The people 
cannot but be pleased with the manner in which he has expressed his feel- 
ings at some places. The writer does not find fault with Lord Dufferin’s 
disposition. He cannot believe that he who has introduced the representative 
system in Egypt is injuring India by pursuing an invidious policy. The writer 
has pointed out before that the influence of thé Simla officials is very powerful. 
Even the most honest persons are corrupted by that influence. Had Lord 
Dufferin remained in Calcutta, many prayers of natives would have been 
granted by this time. The Simla officials are mindful only of their own 
interest. Anglo-Indians are bitterly hostile to natives. Lord Dufferin has 
no other advisers than men belonging to these classes. He has not been able 
also to witness the condition of the people with his own eyes and introduce 
measures independently. For this reason the writer is glad that Lord 
Dufferin has made atour. Lord Dufferin is displeased with the Bengali papers 
because they have freely and fearlessly expressed their views and condemned 
him. The writer was anxious Lord Dufferin should come to Calcutta in order 
that he might have an opportunity of correcting the errorsinto which he has - 
fallen by listening to the statements of one party alone. ‘Lord Dufferin should 
also put an end to the differences between Englishmen and natives. For this 
reason also the writer welcomes Lord Dufferin to Calcutta. The arrival of the 
Viceroy in Calcutta at this time is also a matter of rejoicing, as Calcutta is 
now full of political agitation. Lord Dofferin should be present at the sit- 
tings of the National Congress as he will by so doing be able to understand 
the nature of the people, and judge for himself whether or not the delegates 
are independent men. 
71. The Daintk, of the 27th December, says that the new Governor Damm, 


- of Madras is very courteous. In reply tothe °*7'** 
he bacaiginss : ces address presented by the Madras Mahajan 

Sabha he has said that any member of the Sabha, desiring to see him on any 

public business, would be welcome to him. On another occasion he has said - 


that those who criticise public measures in a friendly spirit will be respected 


by him. But the writer warns his countrymen not to be overjoyed at 
meee expressions of sympathy, for he has bitter experiences of these 
Ings. | 


Lord Dufferin and natives. 


72. The Samvdad P rabhakar, of the 28th December, Says that the %4v4> Prassaxan, 
The National Congress. possibility of holding a National Congress in °°” *** 


India speaks well for British rule. But it 
18 greatly to be regretied that the English, through whose influencé the 
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Congress is going to be held, are not-feeling sach joy as natives ; but, 
on the contrary, are trying to oppose the Congress. The Ptoneer and 
the Englishman, which are the mouth-pieces of the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity, have begun tomake unfavourable remarks on the Congress, 
Possibly they have not understood the object of the Congress, and have 
been frightened out of their wits by imaginary fears. 

73. Tae Sahachar, of the 29th December, says that let no one 

suppose from Nawab Abdul Luteef’s and 
phe National Congress and Mus- Mr, Amir Ali’s parties not joining the 
ee Congress that the whole Mussulman com. | 
munity of India does not sympathise with the objects of the Congress. 
Mussulman delegates have come from all Indian Provinces, and from 
different parts of Bengal.. The respectable Mussulmans of Hyderabad 
have expressed by telegram their sympathy with the movement, and 
have condemned the action of the two Mussulman Associations of Calcutta, 
Mussulmans of other parts of India have also expressed their sympathy 
with the movement by telegrams. All educated and respectable 
Mussulmans in Calcutta have not also opposed the Congress. Educated 
and respectable Mussulmans like Abdul Salem heartily sympathize 
with it. 

74. The same paper says that there can be no doubt that the 
national assembly, whose foundations have 
been laid, will in time be established in 
India in a perfect form. All Indians are alike in one respect. They 
have all similar political agpirations. They all equally benefit by, 
and suffer from, the measures of Government. What is injurious to 
other Indian races cannot be beneficial to Mussulmans. Thus the 
interests of the different Indian races are identical. This political 
union of Indians can last for ever. There is no necessity for replying 
to those who describe the Congress as the work of some professional 
agitators. Referring to the statement of the Mussulman Associations of 
Calcutta, that to hold the Congress will be to force the hands of Govern- 
ment, the writer says that Dr. Rajendralal Mitter has rightly said that 
those who think so consider Government to be hostile to natives. Natives 
are n't opposing Government, but helping it as friends. It is also said 
that to hold the Congress will be to show distrust of the policy of Govern- 
ment. It is those alone who do not trust Government at heart that 
are eager to show their trust by words. The Pioneer and the Euglish- 
man cannot ridicule Baboo Jaikrishna Mookerjea as a professional 
agitator and as a member of the young Bengal party. Th:se who will 
laugh at the man, whose counsels are accepted respectfully by the Vice- 
roy and his Councillors, will only make ihemselves ridiculous. Nawab 
Reza Khan of Oudh said at the Town Hall that there is no ill-feeling 
between Hindus and Mussulmans in Oudh, from whence he hails. This 
implies that in Bengal, where Mussulmans have not joined the Congress, 
there is ill-feeling between the two races. Noone will believe that the 
Mussulmans of Oudh are disloyal, and that the Mussulmans of Bengal 
alone are loyal. The Englishman is grievously disappointed. It expected 
to hear dispraise of British administration from the native speakers 
at the Town Hall. Thus its hope of injuring natives by harping on their 
disloyalty has been disappointed. The Englishman wants to diminish 
the importance of the Congress by calling it a Hindu Congress. 
Mussulman delegates from all parts of India have joined the Congress. 
Only two Mussulman bodies have kept themselves aloof from it. The 
union of three hundred delegates is not a small matter. Men 
whose opinions are respected even by the Governor-General have 
joimed the Uo gress, Because respectable Mussulmans have joined 
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ss, the Englishmon has been filled with despair. ‘Even if the 
Bos a i a, a the Englishman calls it, a Hindu Congress, its 
importance would not have been small, because 20 out of the 25 
million inhabitants of India are Hindus. But this is not the case. 
All races in India have joined the Congress. The Congress has moved 
a resolution to the effect that half of the members of the Legislative 
Councils should be elected by the people, and that not more than one- 
fourth of its members sould be Government nominees, and that 
the number of Government officers in the Council also should not be 
more than one-fourth of the entire number of members. What can be 
more proper than this arrangement? In no Legislative Council 
‘+, the world are half the members Government nominees. But 
the Zinglishman says that such an arrangement will lead to the 
subversion of British rule. The Congress has said that no English 
ruler should preside over the Legislative Councils. This proposal 
was made by Mr. Yule at St. Andrew’s dinner. The writer also learns 
from Mr. Yule that Lord Dufferin himself is not in favour of official 
control over the Legislative-Councils, | sag 
75. The same paper points out that almost every witness examined 
- by the Public Service Commission has 
. recommended the raising of the standard of 
age for the Civil S rvice examination tu 22 years, and the holding of an 
examination in India. a“ 
76. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin should not set out 
on winter tours which are likely to affect 
his health. He expects much from His 


Natives and the Civil Service. 


Lord Dufferin. 


Excellency. His Excellency has started many beneficial proposals, but . 


none has yet been carried out. 


III. —LE&EGISLATIVE. 


77. The Prajé¢ Bandhu, of “§ 10th ye ee is sorry and sur- 
 aieiilleds Aiea i prised to see that the name of Mr. A. M. 
The Municipal Amalgamation Bi". Bose has not been’ included in the list 
of those who compose the Select Committee on the Municipal Amalga- 
mation Bill. Mr. Bose showed great ability in the debate on the 

Patwari Bill. Why has he been excluded from the Committee ? 
78. The Charu Varid, of the 20th December, says that the suit 


The Municipal Bill which was instituted against the Com- 
missioners of the Dacca Municipality for 
spending money from the municipal funds for the reception of: His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has prompted the Legislators to intro- 
duce a new section in the Municipal Bill, in virtue of which mone 
may be spent from the municipal funds for the reception of distin- 
guished visitors. — ase 
79. The Sanjtoanf, of the 25th December, says that, in reply to 


is Renee Sect eile the proposition mooted. by. Mr. A. M. Bose 

7 for publishing the proceedings of the 
Council in the Gazette, which will be issued on the Wednesday following 
the day on which the Council meets, the Lieutenant-Governor has’ said 
that that is impossible, because the reports of. the speeches have to 


be corrected by the speakers themselves. The writer does not und 
| 3 er- 
stand why Mr. FitzPatrick, who is paid Rs. 1,000 a month, cannot: 


make a correct report of the speeches. The proceedings should. be 


published as soon as possible after the meeting. Mr. A. M, Bo 
: ‘ ° se 
requested the Lieutenant-Governor to place all the papers in seahees: 


tion with the Bills pending before the Council in the hands of the 


SaHacHaR, 
Dec, 29th, 1886. 


SaAHACHAR. 


PRaJA BANDHU, 
Dec. 10th, 1886, 


CHARU VARTa, 
Dec. 20th, 1886. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Dec. 25th, 1884. 


Praja BaNDBU, 
Dec, 10th, 1886, 


PRATIKAR, 


Dec, 24th, 1886. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Dec, 25th, 1886. 


( 20 ) 


non-official members, His Honor replied that it is not the practice to 
do 80. | 
The writer says that the non-official members are at a great 
disadvantage in the Council. In fact they cannot understand 
thoroughly the objects of Bills. 

Mr. Allen has said in the Council that the changes introduced 
into the Village Police Bill for Chota Nagpore are trifling. The 
writer parcastically says that the change introduced, na~ely, the transfer 
of the power to collect the chowkidari tax from the village mundles 
to Government is trifling indeed. Had there been newspapers in 
Chota Nagpore a great agitation similar to that in Bengal against the 
Chowkidari Bill would have been set on foot against this Bill, 

80. The Sahachar, of the 29th December, says that, by retaining 
Act XIII of 1859 after the passing of the 
Coolie Emigration Act of 1882, Government 
has simply afforded facilities for the oppression of coolies. The 
latter Act imposes some obligations upon planters, the former 
none. The writer is glad that Act XIII of 1859 will be soon repealed, 
and that the Viceroy has declared that he will make stringent measures 
for the inspection of the books of the planters. 


Act XIII of 1859. 


IV.—NativE STATES. 


81. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 10th December, is surprised to hear 
that Sir Salar Jang, the Minister of His 
Highness the Nizam, has resigned. Did 
Lord Dufferin then pass his time in Hyderabad in feasts and 
amusements ? It would have been very wellif the quarrel between 
the Nizam and his Minister had been made up. Who is to succeed 
Sir Salar Jang now ? 

82. The Pratikdr, of the 24th December, says that both Lord 
Dufferin and Lord Reay speak of the 
happiness of the native princes of India, 
and of the honesty of the Political Agents, but many are sceptical 
about the correctness of the cortificate given to the latter. Politcal 
Agents like Sir Lepel Griffin are not good things to have in the interest 
of native princes. 

83. The Sanjtvani, of the 25th December, publishes a communi- 
cated article on the _ subject of the 
horse-race held at Julpigoree at the expense 
of the Maharaja of Cooch Behar. A large number of European 
ladies and gentlemen were present on the occasion. A clerk of the local 
collectorate was beaten by an European with a bat. A clerk of the 
Deputy Commissioner was grossly insulted and beaten by a constable. 
The clerk informed the Deputy Commissioner about it, but was told in 
reply that had the constable not given him the blow he might have 
lost his life. A Mahomedan was crushed under the foot of a 
EKuropean’s horse, but no one took any notice of it. Did the Maharaja 
of Cooch Behar spend his Rs. 25,000 in order that his countrymen might 
be beaten and insulted by Europeans? Did he take any notice of 
these occurrences? Is the Maharaja’s exchequer so full that he can 
spend Rs. 25,000 on amusements? The Raikut of the place was called 
upon one day to show cause why he should not be fined Rs. 500, although 
he had supplied the Europeans with all necessaries in sufficient quantities. 
If the zemindars are harassed in this way for horse-races and other amuse- 
ments they are sure to be ruined. 


Sir Salar Jang. 


The native princes of India. 


The horse-race at Jalpaiguri. 


( ai j 
V.—ProsPects OF THE CROPS AND THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


84, The Som Prakash, of the 27th December, learns from a con- 
ee” temporary that there is terrible famine in 
alas a, Sep Tipperah, During the late floods the stored 
grains of the.people were washed away. Nearly 89 families are about to die 
of starvation. Those who have grains do not want to sell them from a fear 
of famine. Consequently, even those who have some money cannot obtain 
grains. Even those places which would formerly be full of grains in the 
month of Pous have now no grains in them. The writer can think of 
nothiog else but this scarcity. Government can easily relieve: the distress 
by spending a small sum of money from the famine fund. 
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